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chatter; and picked up this at least which was valuable to him; that the witches' story was true; that a great attack would be made from Aldreth: that boats had been ordered up the river to Coting-lade,1 and pioneers and entrenching tools were to be sent on that day to the old causeway.
But soon he had to take care of himself. Earl Warrenne's commands to feed him were construed by the cook-boys and scullions into a command to make Mm drunk likewise. To make a laughing-stock of an Englishman was too tempting a jest to be resisted; and Herewarcl was drenched (says the chronicler) with wine and beer, and sorely baited and badgered. At last one rascal hit upon a notable plan.
"Pluck out the English hog's hair and beard, and put him blindfold in the midst of his pots, and see what a smash we shall have."
Hereward pretended not to understand the words, which were spoken in French; but when they were interpreted to him, he grew somewhat red about the cars.
Submit he would not. But if he defended himself, and made an uproar in the king's Court, he might very likely find himself riding Odin's horse before the hour was out. However, happily for him, the wine and beer had made him stout of heart, and when one fellow laid hold of his beard, he resisted sturdily.
1 Seemingly a lade, lent, or canal, tlirouglx Cottenliani Fen to Hie Westwater ; probably a Komaii work, now obliterated.